
These notes are for use together with the Colley Model. 

 

 

 
How well the patient passes urine is important. A normal flow begins without undue delay, the 
maximum flow is reached quickly and the flow decreases efficiently at the end of the void.  
 
ALWAYS check that a full rectum is not contributing to the symptoms. 
 
The following definitions are as documented in the ICS Continence Glossary 
 
SYMPTOMS OF A VOIDING DIFFICULTY INCLUDE: 
 
Straining to void is the complaint of the need to make an intensive effort to either initiate, maintain 
or improve voiding or the urinary stream. (D’Ancona CD et al, 2019).  
 

Slow urinary stream is the complaint of a urinary stream perceived as overall slower than previous 

performance or in comparison with others. (D’Ancona CD et al, 2019). 

 

Hesitancy is the complaint of a delay in initiating voiding (when the individual is ready to pass urine). 

(D’Ancona CD et al, 2019). 

 

Intermittency (intermittent stream) is the complaint of urine flow that stops and starts on one or 

more occasions during one voiding episode. (D’Ancona CD et al, 2019). 

 

Terminal dribbling (dribble) is the complaint that during the final part of voiding, there is noticeable 

slowing of the flow to drops or a trickling stream. (D’Ancona CD et al, 2019).  
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10. Voiding symptoms 

https://www.ics.org/glossary

